Prayer:

Dear Lord we confess our manifold sins we have committed and we know that by doing so we are forgiven of those sins and cleansed of all unrighteousness. And now through your grace we are in fellowship with you and are filled with the Holy Spirit and through the instruction of the Holy Spirit we can fulfill the mandate to study the scripture and grow in grace and learn to edify you in all we do in our lives. Glory be to you, in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  Amen.

Introduction: why we study the scripture. Happiness. Lazarus was happy in Abraham’s bosom. Jesus wept.

Why study the scriptures:

1. Happiness:

John 15:11 (21st Century King James Version)

 11These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 

Proverbs 3:13 (21st Century King James Version)(Hebrew word chakmah-wisdom)

 13Happy is the man that findeth wisdom and the man that getteth understanding; 

Philippians 4:1 (21st Century King James Version)

   Therefore, my dearly beloved and longedfor brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

Psalm 31:7 (21st Century King James Version) (grace…..)

 7I will be glad and rejoice in Thy mercy, for Thou hast considered my trouble. Thou hast known my soul in adversities

1 Timothy 6:15 (21st Century King James Version)

 15which He in His times shall show -- He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 

Hebrews 12:2 (21st Century King James Version)(Jesus used happiness on Cross…)

 2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Psalm 108:1 (21st Century King James Version)

   O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with my inmost being. 

Philippians 1:21 (21st Century King James Version)

 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

2. Knowledge of the love of God and Blessings:
Ephesians 3:19-20 -  The benefit of studying the scripture:
Ephesians 3:19-20 (New International Version 1984, ©1984)

19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 
These things are for the mature believer. A mature believer is one who learns to love God more than anything in life. It can only be aquired by virtue of understanding the scriptures. 

He gives us a knowledge beyond human understanding; a Life beyond knowledge. “Epinosis” to know the love of God and to believe and to understand this is beyond human understanding. 

God has blessings awaiting the mature believer beyond his/her dreams. This is for the mature believer only. Salvation is for all, but the greater blessings are for the mature believer. 

Hebrews 12:2 (21st Century King James Version)


 2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

    

Luke 23:20-25 (21st Century King James Version)


 20Pilate therefore, desiring to release Jesus, spoke again to them. 

    
 21But they cried, saying, "Crucify him, crucify him!" 

    
 22And he said unto them the third time, "Why? What evil hath he done? I have found no cause for death in him. I will therefore chastise him and let him go." 

    
 23But they were instant with loud voices, requiring that He might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the chief priests prevailed. 

    
 24And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required. 

    
 25And he released unto them the one who for sedition and murder had been cast into prison, whom they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will. 

    

Luke 23:33-34 (21st Century King James Version)

 33And when they had come to the place which is called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand and the other on the left. 

    
 34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." And they parted His raiment and cast lots.

Luke 23:39-47 (21st Century King James Version)


 39And one of the malefactors who was hanged railed against Him, saying, "If thou be Christ, save thyself and us!" 

    
 40But the other answering rebuked him, saying, "Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art under the same condemnation? 

    
 41And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds. But this Man hath done nothing amiss." 

    
 42And he said unto Jesus, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom." 

    
 43And Jesus said unto him, "Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." 

    
 44And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. 

    
 45And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. 

    
 46And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, "Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit." And having said thus, He gave up the ghost. 

    
 47Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorifed God, saying, "Certainly this was a righteous man!" 

Objectives:

1. Reflect on the love of God that led Him to offer His Son to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins. 

2. Rejoice God’s Grace is available to all through Jesus.
3. Accept the atonement Jesus accomplished through His crucifixion. 

It is finished!! (in the past, present and future)
Salvation:

  Salvation through grace not by works. The book of life. The book of works. 

The book of life contains the names of all believers.

The book of works contains all the works of each non believer. The works of the non believer is compared to the righteousness of God and is found wanting.

The Judgment is for works.

Revelation 20:11-15 (New International Version 1984, ©1984)

The Dead Are Judged

 11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

Propitiation:

The word "propitiation" comes from a Greek (the original language of the New Testament) word which basically means "to satisfy wrath by sacrifice". The ancient pagan Greeks used this word when they spoke of appeasing their gods or doing something to obtain the favor of the gods. However, these ideas are not found in the Bible. God is not a blood-thirsty god who needs to be appeased! The idea of placating a vengeful god is totally foreign to Scripture. The Bible teaches that God is love and desires to have fellowship with man. But God is also holy and righteous. Therefore He cannot just smile and sweep sin under the rug and say, "Boys will be boys!" In fact, the Bible teaches that God has wrath and that this wrath is directed against sin. (See Romans 1:18.) And the righteous laws of God in this moral universe which He has created demand that the "penalty of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). Before God's mercy can be extended to man, something must be done to remove the blockade of sin as well as satisfy the righteous claims of God's wrath against sin.
Redemption:
To redeem means "to buy out of, and remove from, the market in order to set at liberty." In the context of salvation, redemption refers to the work of Christ in setting us free from the bondage of slavery to sin with all its awful connections and consequences. 

In redemption not only have we been bought back and set free from the slave-market of sin, but we have been placed as sons in the family of God. This is certainly a step further than emancipation. The word "adoption", by the way, in Galatians 4:5, does not refer to adoption as we know it today, but rather to the Roman adoption ceremony of those days. In this official family action a true son was recognized as having all the rights and privileges and dignity of a son who had come of age. As redeemed sinners, this is our present position in God's family. What grace!

Although we did not pay silver or gold (1 Peter 1:18), we must remember that the cost of our redemption was high. The ransom price was the precious blood of Christ. 

Reconciliation:
Reconciliation completes the three-fold view of the finished work of Christ. Propitiation, which deals with the wrath of God, is the "God-ward" aspect of the work. Redemption is concerned with our enslavement and entrapment by sin, and is thus the "sin-ward" aspect of Christ's work. Now reconciliation is the "man-ward" aspect of the finished work of Christ because it directly relates to our fellowship with God. The word "reconciliation" is used in Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 and Colossians 1:20-22. The basic meaning of the word "reconcile", as determined from the Greek language, is "to change completely". In reference to salvation, reconciliation is the act by which God brings man into a completely changed relationship with Himself--from enmity and hostility and alienation to friendship and harmony and fellowship. Notice that reconciliation is a one-way act of God toward man and does not involve the idea of mutual concession between God and man. There is no He-gives-a-little-and-we-give-a-little, as in a marriage reconciliation. Remember that God does not need to change His attitude towards us or meet us halfway. We are the guilty party--unloving, self-willed and hostile. (See Colossians 1:21.) We need to be changed completely, not God.

A wonderful illustration of reconciliation is seen in our Lord's story of the lost son in Luke 15:11-32. When the son repents and acknowledges his guilt to the father, he is brought back into a happy and harmonious state of fellowship with the father. He is not just forgiven and allowed back on the property--he is welcomed back into the family with open arms and celebration! Praise God for His yellow ribbons!

Justification:

Justification by Faith Alone
(The Nature of Justifying Faith)
Dr. John H. Gerstner 
 
 

Eternal life depends on Christ alone — nothing, but nothing, else. Predestination will not bring it. Providence cannot produce it. It does not rest on foreknowledge, divine decrees, or even the atonement itself. Eternal life is Christ dwelling in His righteousness in the soul of the justified person. So eternal life is union with Jesus Christ. And the word for that union with Jesus Christ is faith. The sinner comes to Him, rests in Him, trusts in Him, is one with Him, abides in Him; and this is life because it never, ever, ends. The united soul abides in the Vine eternally. Weakness, sin, proneness to sin never brings separation, but only the Father’s pruning, which cements the union even and ever tighter.

This is the heart of the Bible. This is the heart of the gospel. This is the heart of Christianity. This is the heart of the saint. This is the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ. Those are the reasons it was the heart of the Reformation; and this is the reason the contemporary attempt of some Protestants to unite with those who do not even claim this heart of the life of Jesus Christ is to commit spiritual suicide. No lover of Jesus Christ can consent to this apostasy.

Faith is an Act but Not a Work
Faith means to trust in Jesus Christ. It is coming to Him. It is casting all your cares on Him. The old acrostic — Forsaking All I Trust Him? is theologically perfectly accurate. We all know the old Greek acrostic for fish: (icthus). I might coin a new acrostic on the Greek word for faith (pistis): Polluted I Surrender To Jesus Savior. No text of Holy Scripture tells it quite as well as Romans 4:5: "To the man who does not work, but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.

Notice how many different ways (7) this Scripture teaches justification by faith alone in one verse: 

1. The justified one does "not work." 

2. The justified one "trusts." 

3. The justified one trusts not in himself but in another: "God." 

4. The justified one confesses himself to be "wicked." 

5. The justified one does not have faith in his faith. 

6. The justified one sees his faith only as "credited" to him. 

7. The justified one sees his faith credited as "righteousness." 

The hymn does not exaggerate when it says, "NOTHING in my hands I bring."

Discussion: 
John 1:9-13 (21st Century King James Version)


 9That was the true Light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 

    
 10He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not. 

    
 11He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. 

    
 12But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to those who believe in His name, 

    
 13who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 
Discussion:  It was God’s plan for the death of Christ.

 Revelation 13:8 (21st Century King James Version)


 8And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the Book of Life of the Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world. 

   Acts 2:23 (21st Century King James Version)


 23Him, being delivered by the determinate will and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken and by wicked hands have crucified and slain. 

    

John 3:16 (21st Century King James Version)


 16"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

(Uniquely born son.) no sin nature-no seed from ADAM.

Discussion: Old Testament and God’s mercy, many believe God was a vengeful God in the Old Testament without mercy. 

Genesis 6:5-8 (21st Century King James Version)


 5And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagining of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

    
 6And the LORD repented that He had made man on the earth, and it grieved Him in His heart. 

    
 7And the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, and the creeping thing and the fowls of the air, for I repent that I have made them." 

    
 8But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

Genesis 12

   Now the LORD had said unto Abram, "Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee. 

    
 2And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing.

Jesus had mercy and forgiveness for those who treated Him so callously in the events surrounding His crucificxion.

Luke 23:34

34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." And they parted His raiment and cast lots.
Psalm 103 (21st Century King James Version)

Psalm 103

   Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

    
 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits-- 

    
 3who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases, 

    
 4who redeemeth thy life from destruction, who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies, 

    
 5who satisfieth thy mouth with good things, so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

    
 6The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. 

    
 7He made known His ways unto Moses, His acts unto the children of Israel. 

    
 8The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and plenteous in mercy. 

    
 9He will not always chide, neither will He keep His anger for ever. 

    
 10He hath not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 

    
 11For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him. 

    
 12As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us. 

    
 13As a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear Him. 

    
 14For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust. 

    
 15As for man, his days are as grass; as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 

    
 16For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more. 

    
 17But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness unto children's children, 

    
 18to such as keep His covenant, and to those that remember His commandments to do them. 

    
 19The LORD hath prepared His throne in the heavens, and His Kingdom ruleth over all. 

    
 20Bless the LORD, ye His angels that excel in strength, that do His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His word. 

    
 21Bless ye the LORD, all ye His hosts, ye ministers of His, that do His pleasure. 

    
 22Bless the LORD, all His works, in all places of His dominion. Bless the LORD, O my soul!

Old Testament prophecy about Christ crucifixion:

Isaiah 53 (21st Century King James Version)

Isaiah 53

   Who hath believed our report? And to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 

    
 2For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground. He hath no form nor comeliness, and when we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him. 

    
 3He is despised and rejected of men, a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. And we hid as it were our faces from Him; He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. 

    
 4Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

    
 5But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities. The chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed. 

    
 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

    
 7He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not his mouth; He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter; and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth. 

    
 8He was taken from prison and from judgment; and who shall declare His generation? For He was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of My people was He stricken. 

    
 9And He made His grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death, because He had done no violence, neither was any deceit in His mouth. 

    
 10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief. When thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 

    
 11He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied. By His knowledge shall My righteous Servant justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities. 

    
 12Therefore will I divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He hath poured out His soul unto death. And He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Psalm 22: 8

6But I am a worm and no man, a reproach of men and despised by the people. 

    
 7All they that see Me laugh Me to scorn; they shoot out their lip, they shake their head, saying, 

    
 8"He trusted in the LORD that He would deliver him; let Him deliver him, seeing He delighted in him!"

The criminal on the cross was saved by faith:

The Holy Spirit opened the eyes of the criminal.

He admitted was a sinner

He admitted he deserved the sentence of death 

He called upon Jesus for mercy.

(this is what we should do) 
There was no time for works for the man who shared one of the three crosses with Jesus. He could not have anything but faith. 

He was therefore justified through faith. 

Christ redeemed him from the slave market of sin. 

Christ also reconciled with him by taking him home to paradise. 

Christ also paid for the criminals sins by his atoning work on the cross also known as propitiation. 
